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ADMINISTRIVIA

 Sign-in and sign-out

 Leave forms

 Bathrooms

 Lunch break



INTRODUCTIONS

Please take a minute to think about 
an answer to these questions: 

What topic, idea, 
person, or place would 
you like to know more 

about?  Why?
What three steps would 

you take to conduct 
research to learn more?     



TODAY’S WORK 

 Disciplinary Research and the CCSS/NVACS 
 Why Research?  
 Choosing a Topic 
 Formulating a good research question 

 Informational or Argumentative Research  

 Evaluating Research Questions and Providing Feedback
 Sources:  Credibility, How many, what type
 Note Taking:  Source Card, Information Cards, Electronic Storage   
 Compiling Research:  From Question to Thesis or Argumentative 

Claim
 Annotated Bibliography
 Research Projects- student applications of research





LEARNING BY DOING

 A constructivist approach to 
student learning must begin 
with a constructivist approach 
to teacher learning.

 “We had to do it ourselves to 
see what it could be.”



Authentic Student Research:
• Fulfills the purposes of education
• Meets requirements of the NVACS
• Addresses 21st Century Learning 

Competencies 
• Naturally engages students in process 

of historical thinking



PURPOSES OF EDUCATION





STUDENT RESEARCH AND THE NVACS:  

8. Gather relevant information from multiple 
print and digital sources, assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source, 
and integrate the information while 
avoiding plagiarism.

9.  Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection and research.  

7.  Conduct short as well as more sustained 
research projects based on focused 
questions, demonstrating understanding of 
the subject under investigation.



Conducting 

Historical 

Research 

maximizes 

students’ 

practice using  

Historical 

Thinking 

Skills 



RESEARCH IS INQUIRY:  
DEVELOPING TOPICS AND FORMULATING 
GOOD RESEARCH  QUESTION
Teaching students to refine, narrow and limit their own ideas.  



WHY TEACH THE RESEARCH PROCESS?  

 The “meaning of knowing” has shifted from being able to remember and 
repeat information to being able to find and use it (National Research 
Council, 2007)

 The power of an inquiry-based approach to teaching and learning is its 
potential to increase intellectual engagement and foster deep 
understanding through the development of hands-on, minds-on and 
research-based disposition towards teaching and learning.   Inquiry 
honors the complex, interconnected nature of knowledge construction, 
striving to provide opportunities for students to build, test and reflect on 
their learning (Neil Stephenson).

 Conducting and writing a research paper is the best way to engage 
students in sophisticated historical reasoning and prepare them for the 
academic world beyond middle and high school 
(www.teachinghistory.org) .





Step #1:
Choosing 
a Topic 



TEACHER PROVIDES PARAMETERS FOR 
RESEARCH TOPICS 

 Limited by a particular unit of study

 Limited by an overarching theme/ shaped by an essential question

 Clear expectations for sources, length of task, types of presentations

 An end of year project that takes some aspect of the entire scope of 
study into consideration.  

 Students who think beyond the parameters are simply granted permission 
to pursue something different if their interest is viable.



TODAY’S RESEARCH TOPICS



WRITING A RESEARCH QUESTION 

Research Topic Choices For Today:  
1. Slavery
2. Freedom
3. Thomas Jefferson
4. Civil Rights
5. The Donner Party
6. The Holocaust 







Step #2:

Formulating a Good 
Research Question 



QUALITIES OF A GOOD RESEARCH QUESTION 

 Addresses something the student individually cares about or is interested in;

 Summarizes the issue that the student researcher will investigate;

 Assists in the construction of a logical argument or informational piece;

 Guides and centers student research;

 Is clear, focused, specific, sufficiently narrow;

 Requires the synthesis of multiple sources that are used to support a  researcher’s 
unique learning.

Center for Innovation in Research and Teaching (www.cirt.gcu.edu)   The Writing Studio (www.twp.duke.edu) 



ARGUMENTATIVE OR INFORMATIONAL 
RESEARCH?

What does the topic lend itself to best?  



Informational Writing 
 Informational Writing conveys information 

accurately. The writer’s purpose is to increase 

the reader’s knowledge, to help the reader 

better understand a procedure or process, or to 

increase the reader’s comprehension of a 

concept. Informational writing begins with the 

assumption of truthfulness and answers questions 

of why or how. Writers draw information from 

what they already know and from primary and 

secondary sources. They must select and 

incorporate relevant examples, facts, and 

details.

Argumentative Writing 
 Argumentative Writing takes a position on a 

given topic.  The writer’s purpose is to 
convince the reader of the validity of the 
argument being made.  Argumentative writing 
begins with a claim asserting the writer’s 
position and is supported evidence and sound 
reasoning that links the evidence back to the 
claim.  The argumentative essay is a genre of 
writing that requires the student to investigate 
a topic; collect, generate, and evaluate 
evidence; and establish a position on the 
topic in a concise manner.

Teaching Writing the in the Content Areas  by Vicki Urquhart and Monet McIver, 2005; Purdue OWL, 2015



DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATIVE THESIS VS ARGUMENTATIVE CLAIM IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES  

Descriptive Informative Thesis 
 The Five Pillars of Islam are the foundational 

worship practices for Muslims around the 

world.  The pillars are the testimony of faith, 

prayer, fasting during the month of 

Ramadan, works of charity, and hajj.  Each 

of these practices are important and 

devoted followers practice them with 

fidelity.  This is because it is through the 

exercise of these pillars that Muslims 

believe they will gain access to heaven.        

Argumentative Claim:
 The worship requirements within Islam are 

the most rigorous of all three Judeo-Christian 
Faith Traditions.  Each of the requirements 
defined within The 5 Pillars of Islam place 
compulsory demands on its followers that, if 
disregarded, jeopardize one’s admission to 
heaven. Jewish and  Christian religious 
requirements are nothing like the Islamic 
requirements of the five pillars: one’s 
testimony of faith,  prayer, fasting, charitable 
acts, and fulfilling the hajj.   

Informational Question

What are the 5 Pillars of 
Islam and what is their 

significance in the 
Islam? 

Argumentative Question 

Which religion’s worship 
requirements are more 

demanding for its 
followers; Islam, 

Christianity, or Judaism? 



FORMULATING A RESEARCH QUESTION
Step by Step 



DEVELOPING A GOOD RESEARCH QUESTION 

1.
Identify a 

broad subject 
of interest 
that lends 

itself to 
investigation.

2. 
Conduct 

preliminary 
research on 
the general 

topic to 
discover 

interesting 
ideas within 
the topic. 

3. 
Narrow the 

topic by 
finding 

connections 
between 

information 
from 

preliminary 
research.

4. 
Draft a 

Question.  Is 
it  feasible:  
will you be 
able to find 

enough 
sources to 

answer your  
question.

5.  
Peer review, 

edit  
revise 
and 

refine 
your

question. 

Center for Innovation in Research and Teaching (www.cirt.gcu.edu)   



Mass production of 
goods  creates  many 
new job opportunities 
and easy access to 
good and services

Cheap accommodation 
made available in Tenement 

apartments 

Rural populations 
migrate to cities~ 
especially African 
Americans after 

WWI

New 
technologies in 

construction- the 
use of steel to 

build taller, 
stronger 

structures.   

Poor living conditions, 
sanitation, deadly 
epidemics affect 
neighborhoods  

European 
immigration to 

the US- move to 
cities for work.  

Rapid growth and 
poor planning led to 

inadequate 
infrastructure.  

The Industrial 
Revolution:
Inventions, 

technologies and 
entrepreneurs 

American  
Urbanization

Improved 
Transportation roads, 

bridges,  public 
transport

Nativism/ 
Anti- immigration 

High poverty 
and crime rates 

Separation of 
groups by class 

and neighborhood 



Mass production of 
goods  creates  many 
new job opportunities 
and easy access to 
good and services

Cheap accommodation 
made available in Tenement 

apartments 

Rural populations 
migrate to cities~ 
especially African 
Americans after 

WWI

New 
technologies in 

construction- the 
use of steel to 

build taller, 
stronger 

structures.   

Poor living conditions, 
sanitation, deadly 
epidemics affect 
neighborhoods  

European 
immigration to 

the US- move to 
cities for work.  

Rapid growth and 
poor planning led to 

inadequate 
infrastructure.  

The Industrial 
Revolution:
Inventions, 

technologies and 
entrepreneurs 

American  
Urbanization

Improved 
Transportation roads, 

bridges,  public 
transport

Nativism/ 
Anti- immigration 

High poverty 
and crime rates 

Separation of 
groups by class 

and neighborhood 

Informational Question  

Why did urbanization at 
the turn of the 20th

Century spark a new 
wave of Nativism and 

anti-immigration policies 
in the United States?  

Argumentative Question 

During the influx of European 
immigrants in the early 20th

century, which had a more 
negative impact on American 
society; the growth of Nativism 
as a political ideology or the 
increasing amount of people 
living in poverty in American 

cities?  





PROVIDING 
FEEDBACK 

TO 
STUDENTS



QUALITIES OF A GOOD RESEARCH QUESTION 

 Addresses something the student individually cares about or is interested in.  

 Presents itself clearly as an argumentative or informational research project.

 Summarizes the issue the student researcher will investigate.

 Assists in the construction of a logical argument or informational piece.

 Guides and centers student research.

 Is clear, focused, specific, sufficiently narrow.

 Requires the synthesis of multiple sources that are used to support a  researcher’s 
unique learning.

Center for Innovation in Research and Teaching (www.cirt.gcu.edu)   The Writing Studio (www.twp.duke.edu) 

Sharing Feedback:
Find someone not sitting at your table. 

Share:

1. One question that met the criteria and explain why. 

2.  One question you revised.  Explain what was wrong with it and 
what you did to improve it.  

3.  What is one thing you want to remember  as you write your 
research question? 





• IPad users , see next slide.

• Individually, take some time  -10 minutes or so- to skim through one (maybe 2) of the 
provided texts to get a general sense of its layout and content.  Pay attention to type 
of source, author, publication, table of contents, etc.  

• As a group, complete a second brainstorm, “What I learned” about your topic from the 
sources you read.   

• Find ideas and concepts that can be linked together (Step 3) .  

• Together, construct a research question that meets the “research question criteria” 
(Step 4). 

Group Research and Writing the Research Question 



IPAD USERS NAVIGATE FROM DISTRICT WEBSITE TO 
ABC-CLIO TO SEARCH WITHIN YOUR  TOPIC

1.

2.

3.

4. 

5.



QUALITIES OF A GOOD RESEARCH QUESTION 

 Addresses something the student individually cares about or is interested in.  

 Presents itself clearly as an argumentative or informational research project.

 Summarizes the issue the student researcher will investigate.

 Assists in the construction of a logical argument or informational piece.

 Guides and centers student research.

 Is clear, focused, specific, sufficiently narrow.

 Requires the synthesis of multiple sources that are used to support a  researcher’s unique 
learning.

Center for Innovation in Research and Teaching (www.cirt.gcu.edu)   The Writing Studio (www.twp.duke.edu) 



REVISING THE QUESTION 

(Step 5) Peer review: edit, revise, and, refine your 
question. 

 Rotate your research question one group clockwise.

 Provide high quality, specific, feedback to the group 
whose paper you received using the Research 
Question Criteria.  

 Pass questions back to original group

 Rewrite Question 

 Reflect 





Take a break! 



Step #3
Sources, Sources, Sources 



SOURCES SOURCES SOURCES
Determining Credibility.

How Many and What Kind?  

Effective Searching Strategies. 



TEACHING STUDENTS TO DISCRIMINATE FOR 
SOURCE CREDIBILITY

Most Credible
 Peer- reviewed journals
 Books and articles published by experts 

in the field.  
 expert means someone affiliated with a 

university or other official institution.

 Institutional sites and respected 
organizations

 Reputable news sources
 Internet domains ending in .edu, .gov,  

.org 

Less Credible
 Blogs
 Web forums
 Individual pages 
 Individual or business websites
 Organizations or news sources with 

a with a clear bias
 Materials published by an entity 

that may have an ulterior motive.
 Internet domains ending in .com, 

.biz, .net

Evaluating Sources for Academic Projects. www.wikihow.com



The Writing Lab: www.owl.english.purdue.edu;  Evaluating the Credibility of a Source: www.wikihow.com  



A WORD ABOUT



EXPLICITLY TEACH STUDENTS TO  USE UNACCEPTABLE 
SOURCES AND METHODS IN AN ACCEPTABLE WAY.  

 At the bottom of all Wikipedia entries there
 Notes referencing citations within in the Wikipedia entry.

 References to scholarly books and journal articles 

 Bibliographies 

 External Links to official websites



A SIMPLE IDEA: SHOW STUDENTS EXAMPLES OF 
CITED AND UNCITED REFERENCES IN WIKIPEDIA 



HOW MANY AND WHAT TYPE OF SOURCES?  

Multiple sources provides opportunities to apply historical 
thinking skills

1. Sourcing: checks perspective, purpose, reliability and bias of source
2. Contextualization: positions documents within the time period and takes into 

consideration events influencing its creation or analysis of events
3. Corroboration: compares with claims and evidence other documents, recognizes 

disparities, presents multiple perspectives, vivifies biases, generates new questions and 
illuminates the need for additional sources 

4. Close Reading: to synthesize multiple sources, students must read closely to evaluate 
an author’s argument, evidence, use of language, style of writing.         

“I already read one 
book!  Why do I need

multiple sources?”  



SOURCES:  TYPES OF SOURCES, SETTING 
LIMITS, MINIMUMS

Types of Sources
 Physical and Electronic Sources 
 Primary and Secondary Sources
 Histories
 Biographies, 
 Journal Articles
 Maps, Political Cartoons, Video Clips, 

Photographs,   
 Government Documents, 
 Speeches

Limiting Sources 
 Limit students breadth of electronic 

options (ABC CLIO) 

 Take into consideration length of 
research assignment.  

 Reconsider Research Topic and/or 
Question if sources are too difficult 
to find.

 Assist students in their process!    





Step #4
Note Taking:

Source Cards and Note Cards 



DOCUMENTING NOTES FOR  
RESEARCH PROJECTS 



WHY NOTE CARDS?  

1. Note Cards provide a simple way to 
organize information from multiple sources 
gathered throughout the research process.

2. Note Cards facilitate a way for students to 
record and synthesize ideas.  As they 
differentiate between quotations, 
paraphrases and summaries, the risk of 
plagiarism diminishes.

3. Note cards require that students create their 
bibliography or annotated bibliography as 
they research different sources.  This insures a 
greater understanding of sources as they 
work through the research process.  

4. Note Cards are flexible!  To change order of 
notes and group them together easily sorted 
and organized by students and creates an 
outline as students prepare present their 
research.  

“ i hate making these note cards. i
would rather look up information as 

i write my paper, then once i'm
finished, cite all sources in a 

bibliography. but noooooo my 
teacher likes the note cards”

Katey24853 commenting on Note 
Card Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wCO9GWvq_Kc



2 TYPES OF NOTE CARDS 



1. SOURCE/ ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY CARD

 One card  per source serves as a  “Bibliography” or “Source Card.”  It:
 Is labeled with a number or letter 

 Properly cites the source including 
 Name(s) of the Author(s)

 Complete Title of the Book

 City of publication

 Publishing company

 Most recent copyright date of the book.   



Source Number 1.

Type of Source

Name of the Author(s)

Complete Title of Source

City where it was published

Publisher

Most Recent Copyright Date

Source Card Format



Source 
Source Number 1.Sample Source Card 

Book
Lewis, Bernard

The Middle East:  A Brief History of the Last 2000 Years
New York
Scribner
1995



CREATE A SOURCE CARD 

 Find the notecards at the center of your  table.  

 Use the “Source Card Cheat Sheet to create source cards for 
each of your research Sources.”

 Number them within your research group (1,2,3,4)  



ADDING ANNOTATION TO THE SOURCE CARD



WHAT IS AN AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY?

 Is an alphabetical list of citations to books, articles and documents 
researched.  

 Every citation is followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative 
paragraph, the annotation.  

 The purpose of the annotation is to inform the read of the relevance, 
accuracy, and quality of the sources included in a research project.   

 Is an excellent preparation for the research project,  It forces the writer 
to thoroughly consider the content and value of each source that 
was explored during the research project.  

Cornell University Library (www.guides.library.cornell.edu); Purdue Online Writing Lab (www.owl.english.purdue.edu)  



Source Card Annotation 

This book presents the history of the Middle East in broad strokes that can be difficult to 

follow. It provides some information about the Jewish and Christian populations and 

influences in Middle Eastern history but mostly focuses on Islamic History from its 

inception to the late 20th Century.  Bernard Lewis is a Jewish man, born in England who 

immigrated to the United States after WWII.  He is considered a preeminent expert in 

Middle Eastern History. While his work does not harshly criticize Islamic society, it does 

show sympathies towards Western ideas and values.  This book is valuable for 

understanding different qualities of Islamic Culture like government, and culture, 

religion and generally, how important Muslim’s religious beliefs are in everything they 

do and all parts of their society.    This book does was published in 1995 and contains 

no information of analysis of the Middle East post September 11, 2001.



WRITING AN ANNOTATION 

 Table Conversation:  Take turns sharing what you’ve learned about the source 
you are working with.  You may share qualities like:
 Central theme and content of book

 Type of content and emphasis

 Author expertise and agenda

 What this source may provide that others do not

 How this source is different (if at all) from other sources 

 Write your annotation.  



2. INFORMATION CARDS 

 Are numbered

 Are sorted into subtopic heading addressing the thesis.   

 One Card per thought may include a…
 Paraphrase

 Quotation

 Summary

 … of information relevant to the research focus.

 Labeling corresponds to the labeling of the Bib/Source Card.  



Information Card FormatTopic Heading  Source ID 1.

Page Number and Type of Note

Included here is a single thought about the given 

text in the form of a

- Quotation

- Paraphrase 

- Summary 



Sample Information Card
5 pillars of Islam 

Page 231, paraphrase  

Hajj is the third pillar of Islam.  Hajj is the pilgrimage every Muslim is require to make to Mecca and 

Medina once in their life time.  It is more significant  than the pilgrimage Christians and Jews make to 

Jerusalem because it is considered a religious obligation… Something that each Muslim MUST do.  

It happens during a specific time- between the seventh and tenth days of the month of Dhu’l-Hijja and is 

especially remarkable  because Muslims from all over the world representing different countries, races, 

social backgrounds come to take place in a common act of worship.  All of the believers wear white so 

that social and economic differences go unnoticed during this time.  



PRACTICE NOTE TAKING AND NOTE MAKING   

 Research Groups: 
 Go back to the topic sources (Provided Texts, ABC- ClIO, other reliable web sources)

 Using the SOURCE CARD CHEAT SHEET and the RESEARCH QUESTION you formulated, each 
person will create: 
 Information Note Cards:  A total of 3 note cards each from two different sources.  



ELECTRONIC STORAGE FOR DIGITAL 
SOURCES 



OPTIONS FOR ORGANIZING AND STORING 
RESEARCH ELECTRONICALLY.  

 Electronic platforms 
 Edmodo, 

 Google Docs

 Drop Box

 Padlet

 Weebly

 Word Press 

 Others being used in your classroom or 
school sites?  



PADLET FOR STORING GROUP RESEARCH







Step #6
Compiling 

and 
Presenting
Research 



COMPILING RESEARCH



LINKING EVIDENCE FROM NOTE CARDS

 As a group, lay out all of your note cards (9-12 total)  

 Together see what notes you are able to link together to support your research 
question.  

 Reorganize your note cards to visually display your thinking



FROM QUESTION TO THESIS OR SUPER 
CLAIM 

 Transform your research question into a Informative Thesis or an 
Argumentative Super Claim  



DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATIVE THESIS VS ARGUMENTATIVE CLAIM IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES  

Descriptive Informative Thesis 
 The Five Pillars of Islam are the foundational 

worship practices for Muslims around the 

world.  The pillars are the testimony of faith, 

prayer, fasting during the month of 

Ramadan, works of charity, and hajj.  Each 

of these practices are important and 

devoted followers practice them with 

fidelity.  This is because it is through the 

exercise of these pillars that Muslims 

believe they will gain access to heaven.        

Argumentative Claim:
 The worship requirements within Islam are 

the most rigorous of all three Judeo-Christian 
Faith Traditions.  Each of the requirements 
defined within The 5 Pillars of Islam place 
compulsory demands on its followers that, if 
disregarded, jeopardize one’s admission to 
heaven. Jewish and  Christian religious 
requirements are nothing like the Islamic 
requirements of the five pillars: one’s 
testimony of faith,  prayer, fasting, charitable 
acts, and fulfilling the hajj.   

Informational Question

What are the 5 Pillars of 
Islam and what is their 

significance in the 
Islam? 

Argumentative Question 

Which religion’s worship 
requirements are more 

demanding for its 
followers; Islam, 

Christianity, or Judaism? 



COMPILING THE ANNOTATED 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

.  

Watch me work the magic of the painlessly creating an 
annotated bibliography…  



RESEARCH PRESENTATION OPTIONS AND 
RUBRICS  

 Traditional Paper

 PowerPoint or Prezi

 Website 

 Exhibit

 Documentary

 Performance/Chautauqua

Look through the selection of rubrics 
With your group, discuss different ways you 

would apply your research in an individual or 
group presentation.

The list and rubrics are ideas.  You may have 
another idea!  

Kathy Schrock’s Guide to Everything:  
http://www.schrockguide.net/assessment-and-

rubrics.html



INDIVIDUAL PROJECT DEFENSES:  BECAUSE 
EVERYONE THINKS DIFFERENTLY! 

 Write a “Project Defense” - a brief 3-5 sentence case to the teacher about 
why the topic and the group match well with the project option.

 Describe qualities and your/groups skills that make this option viable.  

 Describe the materials you will need for your project and explain how you will 
get them. 

 Timeline:  when, how often and how will you meet with your group 



PROJECT DEFENSE INSIDE OUTSIDE CIRCLE 

 Create an inside and outside circle

 Share the following:
 Research Topic and Research Question 
 3 New things your learned about the topic
 Your Project Defense 

 X3

 TAKE NOTE OF A FAVORITE PRESENTATION DEFENSE TO SHARE WHOLE CLASS.





http://www.nhd.org


CHECK OUT AMAZING EXAMPLES FROM 2015 ! 
THE THEME: LEADERSHIP AND LEGACY IN HISTORY 

 Documentary:
 https://www.youtube.com/embed/4iOUweJWp1o

 Performance:
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZ7nB2UGivs

 Paper, Exhibit and Website:
 On your electronic device take 10 minutes or so to peruse 

these projects 
 (Go to www.nhd.org and click on student project examples 

in right side menu bar.  

As you are watching and 
surfing examples on your 

own, 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/4iOUweJWp1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZ7nB2UGivs
http://www.nhd.org


Topic Parameters:        Essential Question            Unit       Topical         Thematic

Project: Individual Group            Either 

Types of Sources:
Number of Sources:

Presentation Options: 

Class Time for Research:
Preliminary Due Dates and Items: (what will you collect to know kids are on the 
right  track) 

Technology Requirements:
Library Time:
Cross Curricular Connections with ELA or Science Colleagues 

Planning Your Second Semester Research Project 



Questions:  kmanderson@washoeschools.net

mailto:kmanderson@washoeschools.net
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